
The paternal side of his family hailed 
from Weymouth, Massachusetts, until 
John’s father met a Georgia girl who 
was waitressing in a Martha’s Vineyard 
restaurant and followed her south. There 
was also a family legend that John’s 
great-grandmother had been born in a 
lighthouse off the coast of Maine. “But we 
don’t know which lighthouse, or even if it’s 
true,” John’s wife, Darlene, told a fellow 
keeper. “No one’s ever been able to find a 
birth certificate for Addie Lincoln.” The 
fellow keeper offered to run Addie’s name 
through her ancestry.com account. The 
results were enlightening.

The birth of John Fulton’s great-
grandmother, Addie Kimball Lincoln, was 
registered in Boston, home of her parents, 
Rufus Warren Lincoln and Eugenia 
Barbour. But the 1869 birth document 
reveals that Addie was actually born in 
Camden, Maine. Eugenia’s father, Isaiah 
Barbour, was the lighthouse keeper on 
Camden’s Negro Island (later renamed 
Curtis Island) from 1861 to 1872. It’s 
probable that Eugenia Barbour Lincoln 

made the same decision other young 
women often did: She went home to her 
parents for the birth of her first child. If the 
family legend wasn’t conclusively proved, it 
at least seems likely that Addie Lincoln was 
born at a light station off the coast of Maine. 

The search would have stopped there if 
census and vital records hadn’t revealed an 
additional, unexpected fact: Addie Lincoln 
may have been born in Maine of Boston 
residents, but she grew up in Gloucester, a 
port city from which she could have seen 
the island on which her future southern 
great-grandson would be discovering 
the facts of her life. Addie was just a few 
weeks short of her fifth birthday when her 
father died of dysentery in 1874. A few 
years later, her mother married Joshua 
Arey, a widower from Maine. Joshua was a 
master mariner, so it was logical for him to 
seek work in what was then New England’s 
pre-eminent fishing port. The 1880 census 
shows a Gloucester household made up of 
Joshua Arey, his wife, Eugenia, 10-year-
old stepdaughter, Addie Lincoln, and her 
new sibling, 1-year-old Blanche Arey. 
Grace Arey joined the family in 1883 and 
Howard Arey in 1884. In January 1887, 
Joshua was the captain of the schooner 
Augusta H. Johnson when a storm washed 
him overboard on Georges Bank. He left 
a widow and four children who ranged in 
age from 16 to 3 years old. 

1891 was an important year for the 
Lincoln/Arey family. In February, 
21-year-old Addie Lincoln married Kent 
S. Fulton, a milk dealer from Norwood. 

They eventually settled in Weymouth. 
A month later, 6-year-old Howard Arey 
died of measles, and in December, 
Eugenia, the family matriarch, married 
her third husband. This time, perhaps 
hoping to escape the possibility of another 
widowhood, 47-year-old Eugenia married a 
man two decades her junior -- 27-year-old 
Nova Scotian immigrant George Barnes. 
Their 25-year marriage ended in 1916 when 
George died of a cerebral hemorrhage, 
leaving Eugenia a widow for the next 15 
years. When 94-year-old Eugenia died in 
1931, she was buried with her third husband, 
George, son-in-law Charles Baker, and 
a 3-month-old grandson in Gloucester’s 
Cherry Hill Cemetery. 

The story of Eugenia – lighthouse keeper’s 
daughter, schooner captain’s wife, 
Gloucester widow – so ignited John and 
Darlene Fulton’s imaginations they left 
Thacher Island in the hands of the assistant 
keepers one day in August. Driving around 
Gloucester, they found and photographed 
all the local addresses listed in the 
documents that pertained to John’s great-
great-grandmother’s life.
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A KEEPER’S HERITAGE
   THAT’S ALMOST STRANGER THAN FICTION
John Fulton, a Smyrna, Georgia, resident who has served as a 
volunteer keeper on Thacher Island for the past 10 summers, 
knew he had New England roots.

Continued on page 2

Keepers Darlene and John Fulton

Curtis Island Lighthouse

Suellen Wedmore
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Two years earlier, the Fultons had assisted 
amateur filmmaker Shaun Goulart, who 
was shooting footage on Thacher Island. 
“Devil’s Island,” an homage to movie 
thrillers, includes a cameo appearance by 
John as a boat captain landing the film’s 
protagonist on the island’s ramp. And it 

features something more: one last surprise. 
When the Fultons watched the DVD that 
Goulart had given them, they recognized the 
one mainland house that appears in the film. 
The building at 41 Derby Street, Gloucester, 
now owned by Shaun Goulart’s father, is the 
address listed for John Fulton’s great-great-
grandmother Eugenia Barnes in the 1900 
federal census.

Thacher Island volunteer John Bennett 
is known as “welderman,” a reputation 
gained from 30 years of fusing together 
or cutting apart most of the man-made 
structures associated with Thacher and 
Straitsmouth islands. He started life in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, though, as 
he tells it, his childhood occurred on 
the weekends when he stayed with his 
grandparents in Quincy, across the river 
from the Fore River Shipyard. When he 
was “20 or so” he went to work in that 
same shipyard, where he learned the 
welder’s trade.

When World War II came along he 
joined the US Navy. “I decided not 
to tell them I could weld,” Bennett 
said. “I figured I might as well let 

the Navy teach 
me something.” 
The Navy sent 
him to aviation 
mechanics school 
and then, in 1943, 
to Pan American 
at LaGuardia Field 
in New York City, 
before assigning 

him to four-engine seaplanes, like the 
Coronado, that carried cargo and mail 
across the South Pacific theater. As 
flight engineer, Bennett was responsible 
for inspecting the planes, keeping track 
of 200 gallons of gasoline an hour, 
which meant balancing the tanks, and 
keeping tabs on the pressure and heat 
in the carburetors. The latter wasn’t a 
matter of merely adjusting a setting, 
Bennett said, finessing a remembered 
control knob with his right hand. “You 
had to feel it. You had to get the right 
amount of air in there to keep the engine 
from stalling. And sometimes you 
had to hope you had enough distance 
between the plane and the water to fix 
whatever was going wrong.” 

When the war ended, so did John 
Bennett’s naval service. Ten days short 
of three years in uniform, he returned 
to Savin Hill, Dorchester, and built a 
52-foot fishing dragger. Profits were 
never quite enough to cover the vessel’s 

maintenance needs, so he sold it to 
a Gloucester fisherman and used the 
proceeds to build a house in Rockport, 
where he and his wife, his hometown 
sweetheart Mary Rivers, raised two 
daughters. By then in his late 20s, John 
started Bennett Welding, the company 
that would become his career. 

He became involved with Thacher Island 
when “Ned Cameron drug me out there 
in 1981, and I’ve been going almost every 
Wednesday since.” John and Mary were 

co-chairs of the Thacher Island Town 
Committee, taking over from its first 
chairman, Ned Cameron, and passing 
the torch to Syd Wedmore after 10 years 
of service. “Mary was really the chair,” 
John claims. “She was the brains of the 
outfit. She was the brains of our business, 
too,” he said, referring to her role as 
bookkeeper of his welding company. 
Mary died in January 2010, and her ashes 
were scattered off Thacher Island this 
past June. 

Ninety-one-year-old John Bennett 
is the oldest member of the Thacher 
Island work crew and the one with the 
longest continuous record of volunteer 
service to the island. He attends 
most town committee and Thacher 
Island Association meetings. During 
the summer season, he subdues the 
island’s trails on the rider mower and 
consults with other work crew members 
about equipment construction and 
repair. Mechanical questions are still 
addressed to “welderman.”

A KEEPER’S HERITAGE
THAT’S ALMOST STRANGER THAN FICTION

As president of the Thacher Island Association, I 
get my fair share of queries about how to access 
the Rockport, Massachusetts, island, but Donald 
Perkins’s phone call was different. “I am bringing 
the island to you,” the Pocasset, Massachusetts, 
native promised.

When Perkins and his wife of 57 years, Louise, 
arrived at Rockport Harbor on July 10, their van 
contained a 4-foot-by-8-foot model of Thacher 
Island’s current structures: two lighthouse towers, 
two keeper residences, whistle house with fog 
signal, oil house, and boat house with skiff on its 
ramp. The model, compressed to accommodate 
all of the island’s buildings, is built to one-quarter 
scale, with a quarter inch representing a foot of 
the actual structures. The model was built in two 
sections so it could be transported, first by van 
from the other Cape, Cape Cod, to Cape Ann then 
by the Thacher Island II launch to the island’s ramp 
and by the island’s electric cart to the Thacher 
Island Museum, where it was installed for public 
viewing. 

Donald Perkins is a seasoned model builder. 
His 39 previous models, which include Minot’s 
Ledge Light, Boston Light, Clark’s Point, Rockland 
Breakwater, White Island, Duxbury Pier Light, 
Scituate Lighthouse, Race Point in Provincetown, 
and York, Maine’s Nubble Light, are on display in 
museums across the country. He became interested 
in the Rockport lighthouses when he read an 
article about the 150th anniversary of the 1861 
construction of the Thacher lights that I had written 
for Lighthouse Digest. “The story got me interested 
in seeing if I could build this impressive twin 

lighthouse model,” said Perkins. When he contacted 
me in June 2011, I was happy to send him more 
than 100 drawings and photographs of buildings 
on the island. Eleven months later I was delighted 
to see how he had translated those images into a 
three-dimensional miniature construction. 

The twin towers, which are more than 30 inches 
high, dominate the model. The windows in the 
lantern rooms are made of glass, and an electrical 
connection allows both towers to be illuminated, 
with the South Tower flashing red, exactly like 
Thacher’s current navigational beacon. The model’s 
towers are textured to resemble granite blocks; 
windows and porches are rich with details, including 
“gingerbread” trim on the rakes of the principal 
keepers’ house; and doors on all the structures 
open and close. The workmanship is precise, and 
many of the materials Perkins used are common 
household items. For example, one half of a copper 
toilet float forms the roof of each tower, and plastic 
pill bottles supply the lights’ red and amber lenses. 
Don has done a marvelous job of recreating the 
Thacher Island twin lights in miniature and has truly 
done justice to this National Historic Landmark site.

Donald Perkins does not restrict himself to lighthouse 
models. He first started 40 years ago when he built 
dollhouses for each of his three daughters. When 
asked why lighthouses remain his favorite subject he 
said, “because each one is different and provides a 
unique challenge every time”

At 81, Don says he plans to build many more.      
After all he has five grandchildren and four great- 
grand children.

Quarter scale model of Thacher Island donated 
to the Association museum.
By Paul St. Germain
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Addie Lincoln and her husband Kent Fulton

Continued from page 1

Holding Things Together – Literally

WORK CREW PROFILE  
John Bennett

Donald Perkins is a 
seasoned model builder. His 
39 previous models, which 
include Minot’s Ledge Light, 
Boston Light, Clark’s Point, 
Rockland Breakwater, White 
Island, Duxbury Pier Light, 
Scituate Lighthouse, Race 
Point in Provincetown, and 
York, Maine’s Nubble Light, 
are on display in museums 
across the country.
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Peter Craig
Donna Cusick
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Dave Delaney
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Aaron Douyard
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John Fulton
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Bob Joseph
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Lee Marr
Bob Macdonald
Dick McPherson
Dave McKie
Dick Morris
Susan Murphy
Dave Murphy
Joe Napolitano
Peggy Napolitano
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Steve Ouellette
Roger Perkins
Chris Perry
Ray Pszenny
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Chris Riley
Connie Rohrbough
Paul St.Germain
Paul Sena
Dean Stairs
Bob Smith
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Jeff Taylor
Syd Wedmore
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Linda Walker
John Walsh
Dick Whitaker
Bill Whiting
Ben Zorfas

THE SEASON’S TOIL IN PERSPECTIVE THE SEASON’S TOIL IN PERSPECTIVE THE SEASON’S TOIL IN PERSPECTIVE THE SEASON’S TOIL IN PERSPECTIVE 

We sincerely thank the 64 volunteers 
listed here who worked on the island 
this summer putting in over 6000 
man hours to maintain and restore 
this historic landmark.

BOATHOUSE 
The back and sides of the boathouse were repaired in 2011. This year the front was 
rebuilt and painted, two new doors were hung, and a refurbished sign was returned to 
its place above the ramp-side door.

NORTH TOWER DECK
A deck at the base of the North 
Tower will provide a lookout 
point over the northern edge of 
the island, where seals gather to 
bask in the sun.  

BOAT RAMP 
Increased launch traffic means more wear and tear on 
the ramp. Timing was especially crucial because most 
ramp repairs had to be made at the lowest stage of the 
tide. Sometimes, volunteers hammered boards that were 
underwater.

NORTH TOWER PATH
The path leading up to the North Tower entrance 
can be challenging at the best of times. Wet 
weather and aggressive gulls make it even more 
precarious. Regrading the path will make the 
approach to the lighthouse easier and safer. 

PRINCIPAL KEEPERS’ HOUSE
Something always needs to be painted on Thacher Island. This year the principal 
keepers’ house, which houses the island’s museum, required scraping, priming, and 
painting. Work was done by island volunteers as well as a one-day 12 person crew    
from General Electric.

WHISTLE HOUSE
Rusted machinery was scraped, primed, and painted to show how it looked 
when it powered the fog horn.  Open to the public, the whistle house is 
part of the island association’s efforts to illustrate Thacher’s role in the 
history of light stations. 

COMPOSTING TOILET FOR THE CAMPGROUND
The working components of a composting toilet were brought to the island by Bill Lee’s 
Ocean Reporter, floated ashore, and dragged to the campground by a combination of 
people and backhoe power. The base was set into a hole dug by work crew volunteers, 
and a bathroom was built on top of it.  By next season the campground will feature an 
odorless composting toilet with solar-operated lights. 

STRAITSMOUTH ISLAND
Work continued this year on Straitsmouth. Volunteers at-
tached new clapboards to the keepers’ house, while work 
on the lighthouse included a new entry door, bracing for 
the upper deck, and a restored newel post. 

CAMPGROUND CANOPY
Nine concrete footings were poured for a 
wooden canopy that will be built next sea-
son at the Carroll Campground. The canopy, 
large enough to cover three picnic tables, will 
provide protection from both rain and sun. A 
gutter will siphon water from its slanted roof 
into a nearby cistern. 

The work crew season 
on Thacher Island is 
short. Even if the weather 
cooperates, there are only 
16 Wednesdays to carry 
out needed repairs, add 
elements to the island 
that will enhance visitors’ 
experiences, and illuminate 
Thacher’s history. 
Thanks to a dedicated 
and ambitious group of 
volunteers, a lot of work 
was done within the span 
of time between mid-May 
and mid-September.
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Colorful Hats.  Shows off the Thacher Island Twin Lights logo. Yellow, 
Faded Blue, Khaki, Nautical Red, Charcoal, Navy. Adjustable, 100% 
cotton, washable. $20.00 

Sunburst” on Sea Foam 
Blue 100% cotton.
Sizes S,M,L,XL. $20.00

Book by Eleanor 
Parsons. The 
definitive book 
on the history of 
Thacher Island.
$22.00

Denim Keeper Shirt. This 100% 
cotton soft denim shirt is a key 
item to own .It proudly shows off 
the new Thacher Island twin lights 
logo embriodered in dark blue. 
Comes in S,M,L,XL,2XL 
was $40.00 now $30.00   Twin Lights of Thacher  Island- Navy 

Hooded Sweatshirt, Rugged full metal 
zipper, heavy weight 9oz., 50/50 
Cotton/Poly Lycra elastic sleeves and 
waist band. Twin hand warmer front 
pocket and draw string neck.
Sizes S, M, L, XL $40.00

Kayak Paddle” 
on Putty 100% cotton.
Sizes S,M,L,XL. $20.00

Red, White and Blue Flag 
on White 100% cotton. Sizes 
S,M,L,XL. $20.00

Polar Fleece Jacket. Warm, 14.5oz 
fleece, non-pill, zipper front and 
pockets, elastic sleeves and waist, 
standup collar with embroidered 
Thacher Island Twin Lights symbol. 
Available in Red, Navy or Charcoal.   
Sizes S,M,L,XL,2XL. $48.00
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All prices include postage and handling.
To order, make checks payable and send to: 
Thacher Island Association Box 73, Rockport , MA 01966
All Proceeds go to our restoration efforts.

150th Anniversary 
Commemorative Ornament
This beautiful  3 ¼ by 2 ½ inch  
three dimensional gold engraved 
ornament is packaged in its own 
navy blue velvet lined box ready 
for gift giving. 
$20.00 

These 2 inch Challenge Coins 
are available in silver or gold 
color.  $10.00 each

Thacher Island
Challenge Coins

New book by Paul St.Germain, 
President of the Thacher Island 
Association, tracing the pictorial 
history of the “Twin Lights of 
Thacher Island, Cape Ann” with 
over 200 vintage photos many 
never before published. $21.99

Thacher Island was named for Anthony Thacher who, in 1635, 

lost his four children and other family members in a shipwreck 

during the most severe storm to ever hit the Massachusetts coast. Only 

Anthony and his wife Elizabeth survived. The lighthouses have played 

an important role in several wars, including the Revolutionary War and 

World Wars I and II, when the navy established a radio compass station 

to protect the coast from enemy submarines. A ship bearing a U.S. 

president almost wrecked on Thacher Island, and the island was used 

as a witness protection site for a Mafia criminal. Twin Lights of Thacher 

Island, Cape Ann captures the history, adventures, and intimate stories 

from over 300 years of lighthouse keepers living on the island, including 

how the two towers were built and how scientific discoveries were 

applied to improve the lights over the years. 

 Paul St. Germain is the president of the Thacher Island Association, 

a nonprofit volunteer organization. He has been a Rockport resident for 

15 years and can see the island from his home. With assistance from 

the archives of the Sandy Bay Historical Society, he has put together a 

revealing record and a fascinating pictorial history of this fabled island.

 The Images of America series celebrates the history of neighborhoods, 

towns, and cities across the country. Using archival photographs, 

each title presents the distinctive stories from the past that shape the 

character of the community today. Arcadia is proud to play a part in the 

preservation of local heritage, making history available to all.
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Thacher Island Vintage 
Postcards, 15 different 
scenes per pack. $7.99

KAYAK-A-THON
The third annual Thacher 
Island Kayak-a-thon, 
coordinated by Michele 
Marina DeSoto, attracted 
72 kayakers and raised 
more than $3,000.

ART & PHOTO DAYS AND SHOW
Special launch trips in early August gave 64 artists 
an opportunity to paint and photograph Thacher. In 
its 14th year of direction under island association 
treasurer Linda Walker, late August’s annual show 
included the creative works of five dozen participants 
who exhibited 400 pieces of art. 

Cynthia Peckham, 
former Thacher 
Island Association 
board member for 9 
years, passed away 
peacefully on September 3, 2012.
Born in Lynn, Massachusetts, July 11, 
1923, she was the daughter of George and 
Ethel (Bartlett) Peckham and lived her 
entire life in Rockport.
She graduated from Rockport High School 
and her family can be traced back to the 
town’s earliest settlers. She worked for 
many years at Jordan Marsh department 
store.
Cynthia was very active in preserving and 
maintaining the history of Rockport. The 
Friends of the Library, the Garden Club, 
the Thacher Island Association and the 
Rockport Republican Committee were 
some of the ways she gave her time. She is 

best known for her 40 years of service to 
Rockport on the Conservation Committee 
and for her years as curator of the Sandy 
Bay Historical Society.
The embodiment of Yankee character, 
Cynthia was self-reliant, hardworking, 
practical, optimistic and unafraid to speak 
her mind. She had a playful sense of humor 
and a good insight into life in general. Her 
interests were wide ranging and included 
politics, history, genealogy, art and music.
She loved to travel and did so extensively 
in Europe, Communist Russia, China and 
Australia.
“I recall her generosity and kindness,” said 
Paul St.Germain.”When I was researching 
my book on Thacher I spent many hours 
with her assistance at the Sandy Bay 
Museum. She allowed me to scan and 
use many of the museums artifacts and 
photographs and was most helpful in 
explaining about each item I used.”

She was famous for her acerbic wit and 
humor. When she chaired the Association’s 
annual lighthouse cruise she often 
mentioned that people always wanted to 
know what the weather was going to be 
like three weeks hence. Her usual response 
was “Honey, if I knew the weather in three 
weeks I wouldn’t be taking reservations. 
I would be running the weather channel.” 
Cynthia was always totally committed 
to anything she pursued. She had perfect 
attendance at the Association’s monthly 
board meetings for 7 years running! No 
other board member has ever done that.
So, Cynthia, for your out spoken wit and 
humor, for your generosity and kindness, 
your fighting spirit and for your vast 
knowledge of everything Rockport, and 
for being our friend, we thank you for 
your service to the Board of Directors of 
the Thacher Island Association. We will 
always remember you.

LIGHTHOUSE CRUISE 
Despite predictions of rain, the 14th annual 
lighthouse cruise sailed under a clear evening 
sky. A three-hour trip up the Annisquam River and 
around Cape Ann provided photo opportunities of 
the six lighthouses along the route.

Cynthia Peckham 
1923-2012

T-shirts now 
available in 
Youth’s sizes
S=6-8, 
M=10-12, 
L=14-16

CLOSEOUT SALE REDUCED PRICE 
$48.00 TO $35.00

Holiday
Gift Ideas
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150th Anniversary   
Poster Available.
Due to the very high interest 
in the 150th Anniversary logo   
recently shown at our annual art 
show, we have reproduced it in 2 
sizes suitable for framing. Each is 
printed on heavy 48 pound acid 
free stock. Sent in a mailing tube 
ready for framing.

20” by 36” - $55.00 
14” by 24“ - $30.00

Bird Sightings (More Than Just Gulls)  
A peregrine falcon on its favorite perch also discovers it’s 
being watched from inside. A yellow-shafted flicker might be 
the only creature that appreciates Thacher’s ant population, 
while a family of swans visited the boat ramp.
     

Thacher Island II
The new launch became operational, transporting both visitors and work crew 
to the island throughout the 2012 season.  Together, Thacher’s two launches 
carried a total of 550 visitors to the island.

 
Contributors to this issue 
were Paul St.Germain,
Sharron Cohen, writing, 
David Cohen, editing, 
Percolator Design, Inc. 
design and layout.


